Weymouth and the National Security State
by Ken Kronenberg

For five years FRRACS has valiantly and successfully stymied Enbridge’s efforts to build a gas compressor station, forcing it to go through a time-consuming and expensive regulatory process. Over time, it became increasingly clear to me (and possibly to you)that a strategy of pleading with and educating public officials and bureaucrats about the health effects of the compressor on the community (“Don’t kill our children!”) could only go so far. The problem is much bigger: the inclusion of extortionate sanctions in the National Defense Authorization Act of 2020 (NDAA), which Trump signed into law on December 20 -- and the draconian penalties proposed in the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Administration (PHMSA)  draft legislation -- make clear that energy policy is militarized and now comes under the national security state. Both will be highlighted further toward the end of this overview. What is needed is an expansive, internationalist view aimed at building solidarity along an entire fossil fuel supply route. Concerted, accurate research focused especially on the larger context of community struggles is also needed. These I present briefly in the Recommendations section.
This compilation of news stories and links contains a number of threads. If this had been part of an ongoing discussion, you would have received them piecemeal and could have formed your own picture. Perhaps you would have added the fruits of your own reading. I have tried to signal by transitions when I am switching from thread to thread. 
In many instances, the business and industry press yield more information and detail than does the general mainstream press -- but of course from the perspective of profit. My research was motivated by the question “What larger thing is Weymouth a part of?” Most of what goes on in the energy industry is opaque to outsiders. Much is simply unknowable, so some connections are necessarily tentative. In addition, my method has not been systematic, and so there is a lot I haven’t combed through. On the other hand, presented with evidence, I usually have some idea what I’m looking at, or can at least ask questions. This is simply to point out the limitations of this overview.
Nova Scotia Advocate, 8/22/2018

News release: Canadian and German groups call on Germany not to finance fracking in Canada
In a letter sent today to German Environment and Economy Ministers, a coalition of Canadian and German groups asked Germany to withdraw from a loan guarantee process which would provide more than $4 billion US to Pieridae Energy Limited, a Calgary-based company….

The loan guarantee would also support Pieridae’s project to produce approximately half of the 1.5 billion cubic feet of natural gas a day necessary to supply the terminal. According to Pieridae’s corporate presentation dated June 2018, the gas exported to Europe would be supplied by fracking in Western Canada (74 %), Eastern Canada (13 %), and the Marcellus shale in the United States (13 %).

$1.5 billion of the $4 billion would be in the form of a loan guarantee from the German government to build the LNG liquification plant at Goldboro, NS -- although this loan guarantee is currently being contested in Parliament. In any case, Germany insists that Train 1 of the planned liquification plant be non-fracked. Two liquification trains are planned; the second one can process fracked gas. Enbridge is the controlling owner of the Maritimes & Northeast Pipeline, which terminates in Goldboro. It is also the owner of the Atlantic Bridge Pipeline that runs through Weymouth.
Potentials for solidarity:

NOFRAC || Nova Scotia Fracking Resource and Action Coalition
Marcellus Protest
WSJ, 10/22/2018
In Win for Trump, Merkel Changes Course on U.S. Gas Imports
BERLIN—Chancellor Angela Merkel has offered government support to efforts to open up Germany to U.S. gas, a key concession to President Trump as he tries to loosen Russia’s grip on Europe’s largest energy market.

Over breakfast this month, the chancellor told a small group of lawmakers her government had decided to co-finance the construction of a €500 million ($576 million) liquefied natural gas shipping terminal in northern Germany, according to people familiar with the meeting, giving a crucial nudge to a project that had failed to get off the ground for years in a country that gets most of its gas cheaply from Russia. 

Mr. Trump has intensively lobbied Europe to buy significant amounts of LNG as part of his campaign to rewrite the terms of trade relations. German and U.S. officials said Berlin hoped embracing U.S. gas might help solve a protracted trade dispute and possibly even defuse threats by Washington to sanction Nord Stream 2, an unbuilt German-Russian gas pipeline that would double Russia’s existing gas export capacity to Germany.

This is an important piece: In 2018, Merkel agreed to buy US fracked gas, largely to avoid tariffs on German cars, but also not to have all of Germany’s eggs in Russia’s basket. This article also raises the possibility of sanctions. The millions mentioned are for building an LNG terminal at Brunsbüttel or Stade on the Elbe River, or at Wilhelmshaven. Nord Stream 2 is currently about 80% completed.
A little digression here:
This is from a 2014 book review by Anne Applebaum in the NY Review of Books:

... Indeed, when he [Putin] became president in 2000, German counterintelligence launched an investigation into whether or not Putin had been recruiting agents who would remain loyal to the KGB even after the collapse of communism. As Dawisha explains, “the Germans were concerned that Putin had recruited a network that lived on in united Germany.”

The scale of this effort is not known, but certainly a few of his Dresden contacts have become startlingly successful in the decades since 1989. Matthias Warnig, a Stasi colleague of Putin’s, opened Dresdner Bank’s first branch in St. Petersburg in 1991, by which time Putin was living there. By 2000 he headed all of the bank’s operations in Russia. In 2003, the bank participated in the dismemberment of Yukos, the oil company owned by the jailed magnate Mikhail Khodorkovsky. Since 2006, Warnig has been managing director of the Russian–German Nord Stream pipeline project, a company that won permission to operate during the term of German Chancellor Gerhard Schröder, and that later hired ex-Chancellor Schröder to serve on its board.
Let this percolate for a moment: Merkel’s immediate predecessor, Gerhard Schröder, has since then been made chairman of the board of both Nord Stream and Rosneft, a Russian energy company! How do you spell corruption!?
Back to the main point. This is where the pedal starts to hit the metal:

Power Engineering International, 9/3/2019

US, Poland, Ukraine sign gas supply agreement
Piotr Naimski (Polish representative for energy infrastructure) said Poland’s imports of LNG from the US, via the Baltic Sea terminal at Swinoujscie have jumped in recent years as part of a wider plan to cut reliance on Russian supplies. They plan to send six billion cubic meters of gas to Ukraine starting from 2021 compared to the current capability of 1.5 bcm.
According to Oleksandr Danyliuk: “A memorandum of understanding on trilateral cooperation with our partners – the US and Poland, to diversify sources of gas supply and enhance the energy security of Ukraine has been signed. One of the steps in this direction will be to adjust the supply of liquefied gas through Poland. For this purpose, a specialized interconnector will be built to unite the gas transport systems of Ukraine and the EU.”

This partnership supports Donald Trump’s efforts to boost oil & gas exports to allies and trade partners, as well as offer Europe reliable alternative energy sources to those provided by Russian pipelines.

This makes clear the purpose of the “Trilateral Memorandum of Cooperation.” Agreements like this have everything to do with the urgency to complete gas infrastructure like the Weymouth compressor station -- which is a key component for getting fracked gas efficiently from Pennsylvania to Nova Scotia, from where it can be shipped to Poland and Europe more generally.

Washington Post, 10/9/2019
The Energy 202: Perry meets with Ukrainian officials on foreign trip as impeachment probe intensifies
In Lithuania on Monday, Perry met with counterparts from Ukraine and Poland to underscore a memorandum of understanding signed last month between the three countries, meant to ease the way for U.S.-produced gas to be shipped to Poland and then piped into neighboring Ukraine.
The trilateral agreement along with other U.S. policies pushed under both the Trump and Obama administrations are designed to undermine the continent’s dependence on Russia for heating fuel and electricity.
(This was before Perry was forced to step down for his role in the Ukraine scandal.) We now get an inkling of the strategic geopolitical importance of Enbridge’s Atlantic Bridge Pipeline -- and why the Trump administration and fossil-fuel industry will try to ram the Weymouth compressor station down people’s throats. 

Back to Nord Stream 2:

Financial Times, 10/30/2019

Denmark gives green light to Russia-Germany gas link
When fully operational, the pipeline will allow Gazprom to reroute European gas supplies that currently run through Ukraine, providing critical transit revenues for Kyiv. That has led to criticism from Poland and some Baltic states in particular, who say it is designed to hurt Ukraine. Washington has threatened to sanction the project.
This is the final piece; about 80% of the pipeline is completed by this time. The pipeline will come ashore at Lubmin, near the Baltic port of Greifswald. Ah yes: sanctions. But first, we learn that the gas going through Weymouth is not needed in New England at all:
WBUR Earthwhile, 11/1/2019

National Grid, Eversource Say They Can Meet Natural Gas Demand Without Weymouth Compressor
Two utility companies involved with the proposed natural gas compressor station in Weymouth say they don't need the facility to meet customer demand. Now, opponents of the compressor station are calling into question whether the project — which has been the subject of public protests and lawsuits — meets the "public convenience and necessity" requirement for federal approval.

If there was ever any confusion before, it is now abundantly clear that the Atlantic Bridge Pipeline is (and probably always was) about international sales, not just to Germany and Poland, but potentially to the UK post-Brexit. After all:
Financial Times, 11/1/2019

UK halts all fracking after report fuels earthquake fears
Ministers imposed the fracking moratorium after the report by the Oil and Gas Authority. It also follows the biggest UK earthquake yet, at Preston New Road, near Blackpool, where Cuadrilla, the shale gas group, suspended operations after a tremor shook nearby houses. The tremor measured 250 times the level permitted by the government. … The government said there would be a “moratorium” on fracking until “compelling new evidence” showed that it was safe.
And after Brexit, the UK can hardly expect to get (Russian) gas from Europe at advantageous prices! But remember, this is just a moratorium.
Potential for solidarity
Frack Free Lancashire
Back to the Poland-Ukraine pipeline, and here’s where Trump’s Ukraine shenanigans and gas come together:
WSJ, 11/15/2019

Federal Prosecutors Probe Giuliani’s Links to Ukrainian Energy Projects
Federal prosecutors in New York are investigating whether Rudy Giuliani stood to profit personally from a Ukrainian natural-gas business pushed by two associates who also aided his efforts there to launch investigations that could benefit President Trump, people familiar with the matter said.

Mr. Giuliani’s associates, Lev Parnas and Igor Fruman, pitched their new company, and plans for a Poland-to-Ukraine pipeline carrying U.S. natural gas, in meetings with Ukrainian officials and energy executives this year, saying the project had the support of the Trump administration, according to people briefed on the meetings. In many of the same meetings, the two men also pushed for assistance on investigations into Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden and alleged interference by Ukraine in the 2016 U.S. election, some of the people said.
LNG from the US to Poland and Ukraine was not going to ship from just any port. No Siree, not if the former Texas governor had something to say about it:
Construction Boxscore Database, undated

Port Arthur LNG, Polish Oil & Gas Co to export U.S. LNG to Europe
Port Arthur LNG, LLC, a subsidiary of Sempra Energy, and the Polish Oil & Gas Company (PGNiG) announced they have entered into a definitive 20-year sale-and-purchase agreement for LNG from the Port Arthur LNG liquefaction-export facility under development in Jefferson County, Texas....

"This agreement marks an important step toward Poland's energy independence and security," said U.S. Secretary of Energy Rick Perry. "As demonstrated with the launch of the Strategic Dialogue on Energy in Poland last month, the Trump Administration remains committed to increasing energy diversity, advancing energy security, strengthening national security, and creating a future of prosperity and opportunity in Poland and throughout the region."
And the shipments have commenced, although not yet from Port Arthur; the shipping port is not identified:
S&P Global, 11/20/2019

US LNG cargo lands in Poland for redelivery via pipeline to Ukraine
Kiev — A tanker loaded with LNG from the US, whose gas is ultimately destined for Ukraine, has arrived at the Polish LNG terminal at Swinoujscie, the US embassy in Kiev said Wednesday.

But here’s the thing: it takes 10-11 days to transport LNG to Poland from the Gulf -- but only 5-6 days from Nova Scotia. This fact also favors the Atlantic Bridge Pipeline -- and underscores the strategic importance of the Weymouth compressor.
Finally, back to the sanctions mentioned above, which are contained in the National Defense Authorization Act of 2020, which was passed by the Democratic congress (!!!) and signed by Trump on December 20. These sanctions were aimed at Allseas, the Swiss company that had been laying pipelines under the Baltic:
Ted Cruz Press Release 12/18/2019 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - U.S. Sens. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) and Ron Johnson (R-Wis.), members of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, today sent a letter to the CEO of Allseas Group S.A. (Allseas), the company currently engaged in installing deep-sea pipes for Russia's Nord Stream 2. In the letter, the senators warn Allseas that as soon as President Trump signs the FY20 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) - which includes Sec. 7503, Sen. Cruz's bipartisan legislation to stop the Nord Stream 2 - it risks crippling sanctions that could devastate the financial viability of the company.
As the senators wrote:

"This letter is to put you, your employees, your company, and your shareholders on formal legal notice. This legislation was passed specifically to immediately halt your company's work on Nord Stream 2 ….

"We understand that Russia is paying Allseas a very substantial amount of money to complete the Nord Stream 2 pipeline. However, the consequences of your company continuing to do the work-for even a single day after the President signs the sanctions legislation-would expose your company to crushing and potentially fatal legal and economic sanctions."…
The entire letter is at the bottom of the press release. Let us leave aside arguments about whether gas infrastructure should be built at all. This is extortion, pure and simple. It is also tantamount to an act of economic warfare against a supposed ally, Germany. The upshot is that Allseas suspended work and walked away from the project, leaving Germany and Russia to find alternatives, which Russia apparently has.

IMPORTANT: Inclusion in the National Defense Authorization Act essentially makes pipeline activity in the US a matter of national security. More on that in Point 2 below.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

There are a couple more things I want to draw your attention to:

1. Germany has a very powerful environmental movement. But in addition to potentially providing loan guarantees of $1.5 billion for the LNG liquification plant in Nova Scotia, the German government is also committed to building an LNG terminal at Brunsbüttel or Stade on the Elbe River, north of Hamburg, or at Wilhelmshaven: 

Der Tagesspiegel, 12/23/2019

Dispute over the construction of liquid gas terminals in Germany 
The German federal government wants to import liquefied natural gas -- including fracked gas from the US! -- and therefore needs LNG terminals. Several consortia and companies are planning to build the tanker loading berths. In doing so, they are not only encountering criticism from opposition parties, but environmental groups and local citizens’ groups are resisting:
When Reinhard Knof stands on the dyke in Brunsbüttel, the many problems that he sees add up to a big one. The activist can see the Brunsbüttel nuclear power plant, which was shut down eight years ago, from the ten-meter-high sea dyke in southern Schleswig-Holstein. A nuclear waste storage facility is right next to it, and the plant of the Covestro chemical plant is less than a kilometer away. 

A hazardous waste incineration plant and another warehouse for radioactive materials are in the immediate vicinity. “If an LNG tanker blows up here, there will be nothing left of Brunsbüttel. That would be an ecological disaster,” says Knof, the chairman of the “Citizens’ Initiative Against CO2 Sequestration.” (my translation)

Potential for solidarity:

Bürgerinitiative gegen CO2-Endlager
2. The possible Federal criminalization of pipeline opposition:

I attended the June 17 FRRACS meeting in Weymouth presided over by Rep. Stephen Lynch. Lynch brought along several functionaries from the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA). They sat like bumps on a log, taking in the anger of the 250 community members who attended. Later I discovered the following June PHMSA draft proposal, Section 18 of which suggests Federal criminal penalties:

This provision would strengthen the existing criminal penalty measures for damaging or destroying a pipeline facility. It would specify that vandalism, tampering with, or impeding, disrupting, or inhibiting the operation of a pipeline facility are punishable by criminal fines and imprisonment. It would also specify that pipeline facilities under construction are included within the scope of the damage prohibitions in addition to operational pipeline facilities.
This is Federal, mind you, and it places PHMSA’s attendance in another light. I have no idea whether there is coordination with the NDAA, nor whether these provisions have been enacted, but the intent is clear, and it is consistent with fossil fuels as a focus of the emerging national security state .

We know that such criminalization is spreading at the state level, most recently in Wisconsin:

Center for Media and Democracy, 11/22/2019

Wisconsin Governor Evers Signs ALEC-Inspired Bill to Criminalize Protest
And this law was signed by the Democrat who defeated the spectacularly corrupt Scott Walker!!! 
Recommendations for 350 and the climate movement generally:
1. Develop and nurture interconnected teams of activist college students invested in researching and investigating in depth geopolitical, economic, and energy policies, in the context of frontline community struggles like Weymouth for the purpose of putting out reports and articles. This research must be well-sourced and verifiable, with opinion and hypothesis signaled as such.
2. Create solidarity-building links between organizations along the entire fossil-fuel supply route, for example from Pennsylvania through Weymouth and on to Nova Scotia and Europe. Once such links are established we can better identify and support frontline communities along the entire route, and work more effectively to counter the fossil fuel industry and its PR together (i.e., by coordinating actions, sharing information, acknowledging and supporting each other's campaigns, etc.).  
Imagine signs going up in Weymouth: “No LNG Terminal in Brunsbüttel!” “Frackers out of Marcellus Shale!” “No Liquification Plant in Nova Scotia!” And in all those places: “No Compressor Station in Weymouth!”
December 31, 2019
